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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

I.1 Recent reports on history and historiography 

 

PARIS 2004: BAUMEISTER Theofried, “Geschichte und Historiographie des ägyptischen Christentums: Studien 

und Darstellungen der letzen Jahre”, in ICCoptS 8 Bilans (2006), 37–67. 

 

CAIRO 2008: DAVIS Stephen J., “History and Historiography in Coptic Studies, 2004–2008” in ICCoptS10 

(2016). 

 

 

I.2 Instrumenta studiorum 

 

BAGNALL Roger S., The Oxford  Handbook of Papyrology, Oxford UP, Oxford 2009. 

 

EFTHYMIADIS Stephanos (ed.), The Ashgate Research Companion to Byzantine Hagiography. Volume I: 

Periods and Places, Farnham (UK) - Burlington (USA), Ashgate, 2011. / Volume II: Genres and Contexts, 

Farnham (UK) - Burlington (USA), Ashgate, 2014. 

 

EMMEL Stephen, “Publication n preparation, forthcoming, or recently published, as announced by IACS 

members (and others)”, in IACS Newsletter, www.cmcl.it. 

 

GABRA Gawdat (ed.), The Historical Dictionary of the Coptic Church, Lanham (Md.), Scarecrow Press, 2008. 

 

GEMEINHARDT Peter (ed.), Athanasius Handbuch, Tübingen, Mohr Siebeck, 2011, 21-31. 

 

JOHNSON Scott Fitzgerald, The Oxford Handbook of Late Antiquity, Oxford UP, Oxford-New York 2012. 

[Arietta Papaconstantinou, Egypt, 195-223; Anne Boud’hors, The Coptic Tradition, 224-246; Christian Julien 

Robin, Arabia and Ethiopia, 247-332]. 

 

MELLONI Alberto et alii (eds.), Costantino I. Enciclopedia costantiniana sulla figura e l’immagine 

dell’imperatore del cosiddetto Editto di Milano, 313-2013, 3 volumes, Roma, Istituto dell’Enciclopedia Italiana, 

2013. 

 

ORLANDI Tito, Coptic Bibliography, in www.cmcl.it. 

 

PERRONE Lorenzo (ed.), with the collaboraion of M.-O. BOULNOIS, A. CAMPLANI, A. JAKAB, J. PLÁTOVA, F. 

SOLER, C. ZAMAGNI), Pubblicazioni recenti su Origene e la tradizione alessandrina (in each annual issue of 

Adamantius): http://cisadu2.let.uniroma1.it/girota/?q=rivista_adamantius 

 

PARRY Ken (ed.), The Wiley Blackwell Companion to Patristics, Wiley, Malden-Oxford-Chichester 2015. 

[Piotr Ashwin-Siejkowski, Clement of Alexandria, 84-97; Mark Edward, Origen of Alexandria, 98-110; David 

M. Gwynn, Athanasius of Alexandria, 111-125; Hans van Loon, Cyril of Alexandria, 170-183; Janet Timbie, 

Shenute of Atripe, 184-196]. 

 

RIGGS Christina (ed.), The Oxford Handbook of Roman Egypt, Oxford UP, Oxford, 2012. 



 

SCHROEDER Caroline, Coptic Scriptorium: see Caroline T. SCHROEDER, Amir ZELDES, et al.,  Coptic 

SCRIPTORIUM, 2013-2016, http://copticscriptorium.org. 

 

SUCIU Alin, Patristics, Apocrypha, Coptic Literature and Manuscripts: https://alinsuciu.com/. 

 

THOMAS David et al. (ed.), Christian-Muslim Relations: A Bibliographical History, Volume 1 (600-900), 

Leiden and Boston, Brill, 2009. 

 

THOMAS David et al. (ed.), Christian-Muslim Relations: A Bibliographical History, Volume 2 (900-1050), 

Leiden and Boston, Brill, 2010. 

 

THOMAS David et al. (ed.), Christian-Muslim Relations: A Bibliographical History, Volume 3 (1050-1200), 

Leiden and Boston, Brill, 2011. 

 

THOMAS David et al. (ed.), Christian-Muslim Relations: A Bibliographical History, Volume 4 (1200-1350), 

Leiden and Boston, Brill, 2012. 

 

THOMAS David et al. (ed.), Christian-Muslim Relations: A Bibliographical History, Volume 5 (1350-1500), 

Leiden and Boston, Brill, 2013. 

 

THOMAS David et al. (ed.), Christian-Muslim Relations: A Bibliographical History, Volume 6. Western Europe 

(1500-1600), Leiden and Boston, Brill, 2015. 

 

THOMAS David et al. (ed.), Christian-Muslim Relations. A Bibliographical History. Volume 7. Central and 

Eastern Europe, Asia, Africa and South America (1500-1600), Leiden and Boston, Brill, 2015. 

 

THOMAS David et al. (ed.), Christian-Muslim Relations. A Bibliographical History Volume 8. Northern and 

Eastern Europe (1600-1700), Leiden and Boston, Brill, 2016 (in print). 

 

TRISMEGISTOS. An interdisciplinary portal of papyrological and epigraphical resources 

formerly Egypt and the Nile valley (800 BC-AD 800), now expanding to the Ancient World in general: 

http://www.trismegistos.org 

 

 

I.3 Miscellanies and General Studies 

 

BOUD’HORS Anne, LOUIS Catherine (eds.), Études coptes XII. Quatorzième journée d’études (Rome 11-13 juin 

2009) (Cahiers de la bibliothèque copte 18), Paris, De Boccard, 2013. 

 

BOUD’HORS Anne, LOUIS Catherine (eds.), Etudes coptes XIII. Quinzième journée d’étude, Louvain-la-Neuve, 

12-14 mai 2011, (Cahiers de la bibliothèque copte 18), Paris, De Boccard, 2015. 

 

BUMAZHONOV Dimitrij (ed.), Christliches Ägypten in der spätantiken Zeit : Akten der 2. Tübinger Tagung 

zum Christlichen Orient (7.-8. Dezember 2007), Tübingen, Mohr Siebeck, 2013. 

[From the table of contents: Emmanouela GRYPEOU, “Höllenreisen und engelgleiches Leben: Die Rezeption 

von apokalyptischen Traditionen in der koptisch-monastischen Literatur” 43-54; Dmitrij BUMAZHNOV, 



“Eine Plotinreminiszenz bei dem hl. Paulus von Tamma? Zum Traditionsproblem im frühen ägyptischen 

Christentum”, 93-112; Johannes GROSSMANN, “Neue Beobachtungen zur arabischen Göttinger 

Pachomiosvita im Vergleich mit den koptischen und griechischen Fassungen nebst einem Anhang zum 

Pachomiosmaterial der arabischen Handschriften des Sinai”, 113-148; Benjamin GLEEDE, “Der Traktat "De 

sectis" des Abbas Theodor. Eine unvollendete Handreichung zur Widerlegung der diakrinomenoi”, 179-216  

 

BUZI Paola, CAMPLANI Alberto (eds.), Christianity in Egypt: Literary Production and Intellectual Trends. 

Studies in Honor of Tito Orlandi (Studia Ephemerides Augustianinum 125), Roma, Istituto Patristico 

Augustinianum, 2012. 

 

FEDER Frank, LOHWASSER Angelika (ed.), Ägypten und sein Umfeld in der Spätantike: vom Regierungsantritt 

Diokletians 284/285 bis zur arabischen Eroberung des Vorderen Orients um 635-646: Akten der Tagung vom 

7.-9.7.2011 in Münster. Philippika, 61.   Wiesbaden,  Harrassowitz, 2013. 

 

GABRA Gawdat (ed.), Coptic Civilization. Two Thousand Years of Christianity in Egypt, Cairo-New York, 

American University in Cairo, 2014. 

 

HVALVIK Reidar - SANDNES Karl Olav (eds), Early Christian Prayer and Identity Formation 

(Wissenschaftliche Untersuchungen zum Neuen Testament 336), Mohr Siebeck, Tübingen 2014, pp. ix+421. 

 

ŁAJTAR Adam, OBŁUSKI Artur, ZYCH Iwona (eds.), Aegyptus et Nubia Christiana. The Włodzimierz 

Godlewski Jubilee Volume on the Occasion of his 70th Birthday, Warsaw, Polishe Centre of Mediterranean 

Archaeology - University of Warsaw, 2016. 

 

O’CONNELL Elisabeth R., Egypt in the First Millennium AD. Perspectives from the new filedwork, Peeters, 

Leuven 2014. 

[E.R. O’Connell, Settlements and cemeteries in Late Antique Egypt: An introduction, 1-20.]. 

 

PAPACONSTANTINOU Arietta, in collaboration with Muriel DEBIÉ and Hugh KENNEDY (eds.), Writing ‘True 

Stories’. Historians and Hagiographers in the Late Antique and Medieval Near East (Cultural encounters in 

late antiquity and the Middle Ages 9), Turnhout, Brepols, 2010. 

[From the table of contents: KRUEGER Derek, “Early Byzantine Historiography and Hagiography as Different 

Modes of Christian Practice”; SCHENKE Gesa, “Creating Local History: Coptic Encomia Celebrating Past 

Events”]. 

 

PRATT Douglas, HOOVER Jon, DAVIES John , CHESWORTH John (eds.), The Character of Christian-Muslim 

Encounter. Essays in Honour of David Thomas, Leiden, Brill, 2015. 

 

TORALLAS TOVAR Sofia, MONFERRER-SALA J.P. Cultures in Contact: Transfer of Knowledge in the 

Mediterranean Context, ed. (Series Syro-Arabica 1), CNERU – CEDRAC – Oriens Academic, Cordoba 2013, 

pp. VIII+274. 

[From the table of contents: S. TORALLAS TOVAR, Egyptian Burial Practices in Late Antiquity: The Case of 

Christian Mummy Labels, 13-24. R. MARTÍN HERNÁNDEZ, Appealing for Justice in Christian Magic, 25-39. A. 

NODAR DOMÍNGUEZ, Pagan Literature in Christian School Texts, 41-49. M.J. ALBARRÁN MARTÍNEZ, 

Authority to Teach in Female Monasteries in Late Antique Egypt, 51-60. A. CAMPLANI, Fourth-Century 

Synods in Latin and Syriac Canonical Collections and their Preservation in the Antiochene Archives (Serdica 

343 CE – Antioch 325 CE), 61-72. M. CHOAT, Monastic Letter Collections in Late Antique Egypt: Structure, 



Purpose, and Transmission, 73-90. J. DEN HEIJER - P. PILETTE, Transmission et diffusion de l’historiographie 

copto-arabe: Nouvelles remarques sur les recensions primitive et vulgate de l’Histoire des Patriarches 

d’Alexandrie, 103-140. U. SIMONSOHN, Motifs of a South-Melkite Affiliation in the Annales of Sa‘īd ibn Batriq, 

243-254]. 

 

TALLET G. - ZIVIE-COCHE C. (eds.) Le myrte et la rose. Mélanges offerts à Françoise Dunand par ses élèves, 

collègues et amis (Cahiers «Égypte Nilotique et Méditerranéenne», 9), Montpellier, Université Paul Valéry 

(Montpellier III)-CNRS UMR 5140, I-II, 2014, pp. xxvii+461 (= Le myrte & et la rose. Mél. F. Dunand). 

 

VINZENT Mark, Studia Patristica, Vol. LXVI, Papers presented at the Sixteenth International Conference on 

Patristic Studies held in Oxford 2011, Vol. 14: Clement of Alexandria. The Fourth-Century Debates, Leuven-

Paris-Walpole/MA, Peeters, 2013. 

 

 

II. HISTORY 

 

II.1 Methodology in history and historiography 

 

BLAUDEAU Philippe, “Du bon usage de l’histoire. Remarques sur les enjeux identitaires véhiculés par les 

histoires ecclésiastiques incomplètement conservées (milieu Ve-début VIe s.)”, in Bruno Blekmann, T. Sticker 

(eds.), Griechische Profanhistoriker des fünften nachchristlichen Jahrhunderts (Historia, Einzelschriften 228), 

Stuttgart, Steiner, 2014, 215-228. 

 

MOAWAD Samuel, “Some Features of Coptic Identity”, in Ancient Near Eastern Studies 53 (2016) 243 - 274. 

 

WIPSZYCKA Ewa, “How Insurmountable was the Chasm between the Monophysites and Chalcedonians?”, in 

Luca Arcari (ed.), Beyond Conflicts. Cultural and Religious Cohabitations in Alexandria and in Egypt between 

the 1st and the 6th century CE, Naples 17-19 septembre 2014, in print (2016). 

 

 

II.2 Institutions: spread of Christianity, structures of the Church, main ecclesiastical documents 

(III-VIII sec.) 

 

BAGNALL Roger S., ARAVECCHIA Nicola, CRIBIORE Raffaella, DAVOLI Paola, KAPER Olaf E., MCFADDEN 

Susanna, An Oasis City, New York, New York University, 2016. 

 

BASTIANINI Guido, CAVALLO Guglielmo, “Un nuovo frammento di lettere festale (PSI inv. 3779)”, in G. 

Bastianini – A. Casanova (eds.), I papiri letterari cristiani. Atti del convegno internazionale di studi in 

memoria di Mario Naldini, Firenze, 10-11 giugno 2010, Firenze, Istituto Papirologico «G. Vitelli», 2011, 31-

45. 

 

BAUSI Alessandro, CAMPLANI Alberto, “New Ethiopic Documents for the History of Christian Egypt”, in 

Zeitschrift für Antikes christentum 17 (2013) 215-247. 

 

BLAUDEAU Philippe, “Un archevêque d’Alexandrie assassin ? Retour sur une incrimination lancée à 

l’encontre de Dioscore 1er”, in Paola Buzi, Alberto Camplani (eds.), Christianity in Egypt: Literary Production 



and Intellectual Trends. Studies in Honor of Tito Orlandi (Studia Ephemeridis Augustinianum 125), Roma, 

Istituto Patristico Augustinianum, 2011, p. 87-100. 

 

BLAUDEAU Philippe, “L’élection d’archevêques diphysites au trône alexandrin (451-482) : une désignation 

artificielle et contrainte ?”, in J. Leemans - P. Van Nuffelen, - S. Keough - C. Nicolaye (eds.), Episcopal 

Elections in Late Antiquity (250-600) (Faculty of Theology, Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, 26-28 october 

2009) (Arbeiten zur Kirchengeschichte 119), De Gruyter, Berlin/New York 2011, p. 89-107. 

 

BLUMELL Lincoln H. - WAYMENT Thomas A., Christian Oxyrhynchus.Texts, Documents, and Sources, Waco 

(Texas), Baylor University Press, 2015. 

[I. Introduction. II. Christian Literary Papyri from Oxyrhynchus. III. Documentary Papyri and Christianity 

at oxyrhynchus.. IV. Patristic, Coptic, and Other Sources on Christians and Christianity at Oxyrhynchus]. 

 

BRAKKE David, “A New Fragment of Athanasius’s Thirty-Ninth Festal Letter: Heresy, Apocrypha, and the 

Canon” in Harvard Theological Review 103 (2010) 47–66 

 

BROCK Sebastian P., “A Report from a Supporter of Severos on Trouble in Alexandria”, in Diliana 

Atanassova, Tinatin Chronz (eds), ⲤⲨⲚⲀⲜⲒⲤ ⲔⲀⲐⲞⲖⲒⲔⲎ. Beiträge zu Gottesdienst und Geschichte der fünf 

altkirchlichen Patriarchate für Heinzgerd Brakmann zum 70. Geburtstag,Wien-Berlin, Lit, 2014, vol. I, 47-64. 

 

BUZI Paola, “Bakchias tardoantica e Fayyum cristiano” / “il settore cristiano”, in PERNIGOTTI Sergio, GIORGI 

Enrico, BUZI Paola (eds.), Bakchias 2008. Rapporto preliminare della XVII Campagna di scavi, Imola, 

Bononian University Press, 2009, 69-80; 179-211. 

 

BUZI Paola, “Early Christianity in the Fayyūm: the new contribution of archaeology”, in Vicino Oriente 19 

(2015) 85-96. 

 

CAMPLANI Alberto, “Un’antica teoria della successione patriarcale in Alessandria”, in P. Buzi - D. Picchi, M. 

Zecchi (eds.), Aegyptiaca et Coptica. Studi in onore di Sergio Pernigotti. Oxford, Archeopress, 2011, 59- 68. 

 

CAMPLANI Alberto, “The Transmission of Early Christian Memories in Late Antiquity: On the editorial 

activity of laymen and philoponoi”, in ed. B. Bitton-Ashkelony, L. Perrone (eds.), Between Personal and 

Institutional Religion. Self, Doctrine, and Practice in Late Antique Eastern Christianity, (Cultural Encounters 

in Late Antiquity and the Middle Ages, 15), Brepols, Turnhout, 2013, 129-153. 

 

CAMPLANI Alberto, “Il cristianesimo in Egitto prima e dopo Costantino”, in A. Melloni et alii (eds.), 

Costantino I (2013), → Instrumenta studiorum, 863-882. 

 

CAMPLANI Alberto, “A Pastoral Epistle of the Seventh Century Concerning the Eucharist (Pap. Berlin P. 

11346)”, in Forschung in der Papyrussammlung. Eine Festgabe für das Neue Museum. Für das Ägyptische 

Museum und Papyrussammlung Staatliche Museen zu Berlin, herausgegeben von Verena M. Lepper 

(Ägyptische und Orientalische Papyri und Handschriften des Ägyptischen Museums und Papyrussammlung 

Berlin Band 1), Berlin, Staatliche Museen zu Berlin -Preussischer Kulturbesitz und Akademie Verlag Gmbl-l, 

2012, 377-386. 

 

CAMPLANI Alberto, CONTARDI Federico, “The Canons attributed to Basil of Caesarea. A New Coptic Codex”, 

in ICCoptS 10 (2016). 



 

GHICA Victor, “Pour une histoire du christianisme dans le désert Occidental d’Égypte”, in Journal des 

Savants, juillet-décembre 2012, 189-280. 

 

GHICA Victor, “Vecteurs de la christianisation de l’Égypte au IVe siècle à la lumière de l’archéologie”, in O. 

Brandt, G. Castiglia, V. Fiocchi Nicolai (eds.), Acta XVI congressus internationalis archaeologiae christianae 

Romae (22-28.9.2013). Costantino e i Costantinidi: l’innovazione costantiniana, le sue radici e i suoi sviluppi 

(Studi di antichità cristiana 66), pars I, Città del Vaticano, Pontificio Istituto di Archeologia Cristiana, 2016 

(in print). 

 

GROSSMANN Peter, “Der Osterfeststreit des Jahres 387, das Wunder des Theophilos und eine Episode aus der 

Vita des Horsiesios”, in Journal of Coptic Studies 11 (2009) 23 - 43. 

 

HÜLLER Stephan, “The Rediscovery of the Original Episcopal Throne of the Alexandrian See of St. Mark”, 

in Journal of Coptic Studies 11 (2009) 71 - 114. 

 

JOHNSON David, “As I sat on a Mountain":Shenoute's Theology of the Church”, in Coptica 9 (2010). 

 

KAUFHOLD Hubert, “Sources of Canon Law in the Eastern Churches”, in W. Hartmann, K. Pennington 

(eds.), The History of Byzantine and Eastern Canon Law to 1500 (History of Medieval Canon Law), 

Washington D.C., Catholic University of America, 2012, 215-342 

 

SAAD Saad Michael - RIEGELS Nardine Saad - WESTBROOK Donald A., “Traditions of Selecting Coptic 

Patriarchs over Two Millennia”, in Journal of Coptic Studies 16 (2014) 139 - 153 . 

 

VAN DER VLIET Jacques, “Les archives de Pesynthios: nouvelles découvertes, nouvelles questions”, in Anne 

Boud’hors, Catherine Louis (eds.), Études coptes XII (2013), → Miscellanies, 263-270. 

 

VAN DER VLIET Jacques (2015), Le prêtre Marc, Psan et Pesynthios: un roseau miaphysite autour du monastère 

d’Épiphane, in Anne Boud’hors / Catherine Louis (eds.), Études coptes XIII. Quinzième journée d’études 

(Louvain-la-Neuve, 12-13 mai 2011) (Cahiers de la bibliothèque copte 20), Paris, De Boccard, 127–36. 

 

WIPSZYCKA Ewa, “Les élections épiscopales en Égypte au VIe-VIIe siècles”, in J. Leemans - P. Van Nuffelen, - 

S. Keough - C. Nicolaye (eds), Episcopal Elections in Late Antiquity (250-600) (Faculty of Theology, 

Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, 26-28 october 2009) (Arbeiten zur Kirchengeschichte 119), Berlin-New 

York, de Gruyter, 2011, 259-291. 

 

WIPSZYCKA Ewa, The Alexandrian Church. People and Institution ((The Journal of Juristic Papyrology, 

Supplement XXV), Varsovie, Faculty of Law and Administration / Institute of Archaeology of the University 

of Warsaw / Raphael Taubenschlag Foundation, 2015  

 

II.3 Melitian Church 

 

BARKMAN H., The Church of the Martyrs in Egypt and North Africa: A Comparison of the Melitian and 

Donatist Schisms, Journal of the Canadian Society for Coptic Studies 6 (2014) 41-58. 

 



CAMPLANI Alberto, Meletianer, in Reallexikon für Antike und Christentum, Stuttgart, 2011, vol. XXIV, 629-

238 

 

GHICA Victor, Les Actes de Pierre et des douze apôtres (NH VI, 1) (BCNH 37), Québec-Louvain, Université 

Laval - Peeters, 2015. 

 

MOLL Sebastian, “Die Anfange des Melitianischen Schismas”, in Zeitschrift für Antikes Christentum 17 

(2013), 479-503. 

 

II.4 Geo-ecclesiology and international network 

 

BLAUDEAU Philippe, “Puissance ecclésiale, puissance sociale : le siège alexandrin au prisme du Code 

théodosien et des Constitutions sirmondiennes”, in J.-J. Aubert, Ph. Blanchard (eds), Droit, religion et société 

dans le Code Théodosien. Troisièmes Journées d’Etude sur le Code Théodosien (Neuchâtel, 15-17 février 2007) 

(Université de Neuchâtel, Recueil de travaux publiés par la Faculté des Lettres et Sciences Humaines 55), 

Genève, Droz, 2009, 87-110. 

 

BLAUDEAU Philippe, “Rome et Constantinople”, dans Jean-Robert Armogathe, Pascal Montaubin, Michel-

Yves Perrin (eds), Histoire générale du christianisme. I. Des origines au XVe siècle, Paris, PUF, 2010, 283-317. 

 

BLAUDEAU Philippe, Le Siège de Rome et l’Orient (448-536). Étude géo-ecclésiologique, Rome, École française 

de Rome, 2012. 

 

KLUG Stephen, Alexandria und Rom. Die Geschichte der Beziehungen zweier Kirchen in der Antike (JAC.E - 

Kl. R., 11), Münster, Aschendorff Verlag, 2014, IX+573. 

[Vorwort, v. 1. Einleitung, 1-15. 2. Rahmenbedingungen und Voraussetzungen, 16-47. Erster Teil: 3. Die 

Anfänge, 51-103; 4. Liturgische Ähnlichkeiten, 104-114. Zweiter Teil: 5. Die alexandrinische Markuslegende 

und die Rolle des Petrus, 117-172. Dritter Teil: 6. Das 4. Jahrhundert: Die Kirchenpolitik zwischen 

Alexandria und Rom, 175-276. Vierter Teil: 7. Das 5. Jahrhundert: Der Rangstreit zwischen Alexandria und 

Konstantinopel und die Rolle Roms, 279-488. 8. Ausblick, 489-496. 9. Schluss: «... Eins sein im Denken und 

Handeln?», 497-506. 10. Bibliographie, 507-559. Register, 561-573.]. 

 

 

II.5 Alexandria as a Christian metropolis 

 

HINGE George, KRASILNIKOF Jens A., Alexandria. A Cultural and Religious Melting Pot, Aarhus, Aarhus 

University Press, 2009. 

[Anders Klostergaard PETERSEN, “Alexandrian Judaism: Rethinking a Problematic Cultural Category”; 

Samuel RUBENSON, “From School to Patriarchate: Aspects of the Christianisation of Alexandria” 158; Troels 

Myrup KRISTENSEN, “Religious Conflict in Late Antique Alexandria: Christian Responses to “Pagan” Statues 

in the Fourth and Fifth Centuries CE 176”]. 

 

ISELE Bernd, Kampf um Kirchen. Religiöse Gewalt, heiliger Raum und christliche Topographie in Alexandria 

und Konstantinopel (4. Jh.) (Jahrbuch für Antike und Christentum. Ergänzungsband. Kleine Reihe, 4), 

Münster, Aschendorff, 2010. 

 



WATTS Edward J., Riot in Alexandria: Tradition and Group Dynamics in Late Antique Pagan and Christian 

Communities (The Transformation of the Classical Heritage 46),   University of California Press, 

Berkeley/Los Angeles/London 2010. 

 

 

II.6 History: some issues 

 

II.6.1 Language, education, and cultural transmission in historical perspective 

 

Language in historical perspective 

 

BAGNALL Roger S, Everyday writing in the Graeco-Roman East, Berkeley, University of California Press, 2011. 

 

CAMPLANI Alberto, “Il copto e la chiesa copta. La lenta e inconclusa affermazione della lingua copta nello 

spazio pubblico della tarda antichità”, in Paolo Nicelli (ed.), L’Africa, l’Oriente mediterraneo e l’Europa. 

Tradizioni e culture a confronto (Africana ambrosiana 1), Milano-Roma, Biblioteca Ambrosiana-Bulzoni, 

2015, 129-153. 

 

PAPACONSTANTINOU Arietta, “Why did Coptic fail where Aramaic succeeded? Linguistic developments in 

Egypt and the Near East after the Arab conquest”, in Alex Mullen and Patrick James (eds.), Multilingualism 

in the Graeco-Roman worlds, Cambridge, Cambridge UP, 2012, 58-76. 

 

RICHTER Tonio Sebastian, “Greek, Coptic, and the ‘Language of the Hijra’. Rise and Decline of the Coptic 

Language in Late Antique and Medieval Egypt”, in H. Cotton, R. Hoyland, J. Price, D.J. Wasserstein (ed.), 

From Hellenism to Islam: Cultural and Linguistic Change in the Roman Near East, Cambridge, Cambridge 

UP, 2009, 402-446; 

 

RICHTER Tonio Sebastian, LOUIS Catherine, DELATTRE Alain, BOUD’HORS Anne, Coptica Argentoratensia. 

Textes et documents de la troisième université d’été de papyrologie copte (Strasbourg, 18-25 juillet 2010), 

(Cahiers de la Bibliothèpque copte19), Paris, De Boccard, 2014. 

 

ZABOROWKI Jason A., “From Coptic to Arabic in Medieval Egypt”, in Medieval Encounters 14 (2008) 15-40. 

 

ZAKRZEWSKA Ewa D., “The Coptic Language”, in G. Gabra (ed.), Coptic Civliization. Two Thausand Years of 

Christianity in Egypt, Cairo, The American University in Cairo, 2014, 79-89. 

 

ZAKRZEWSKA Ewa D., Why Did Egyptians Write Coptic? The Rise of Coptic as a Literary Language, in A. 

Mansour (ed.), Copts and Society: Documentary-Historical Studies. Proceedings of the First International 

Coptic Studies Conference “Life in Egypt During the Coptic Period: Towns and Villages, Laymen and Clergy, 
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Appendix 

 

Two Recent conferences on Eastern Christian Historiography 

 

30 may 2015: Translating the Past, (Re-)shaping History?: Translation Issues in Late Antique and Medieval 

Christian Historiographical Sources in the Middle East, Conference organized by Dr. Perrine Pilette (ISAW) 

Late antique and Medieval Christian historiographical corpuses often result from multi-step composition 

and transmission processes, accumulating successive layers of historical knowledge. Given the cultural 

diversity of the Middle East, those derive, in many cases, from older sources composed in a different 

linguistic (and sometimes religious) environment. In this perspective, this workshop intends to address the 

issue of the impact of the translation processes on the actual historical content of such corpuses, occurring 

whether in their composition or in their later transmission. Accordingly, the question of the edition of such 



multilingual textual traditions will also be addressed. Texts in the following languages will be taken into 

consideration: Arabic, Armenian, Coptic, Ethiopic, Georgian, Greek and Syriac. 

This conference is organized by ISAW in collaboration with the Centre d'études orientales - Institut 

orientaliste de Louvain (CIOL) of the Université catholique de Louvain (Belgium). 

Program: 

10:00am - Welcome & Introduction 

Roger Bagnall (Leon Levy Director, ISAW) 

Perrine Pilette (ISAW) 

10:10am -  Lost in Translation: The Reconstruction of the Distant Past in Christian Syriac Historiography 

Muriel Debié (EPHE/CNRS, Paris)  

11:20am - The International Copto-Arabic Historiography Project (ICAHP):  How to Deal with the History of 

the Patriarchs of Alexandria as a Translated, Multi-layered, Fluid, and Open Text Tradition in Arabic 

Johannes den Heijer (Université catholique de Louvain, Louvain-La-Neuve) 

12:00pm - The Independent Recension of the History of Patriarchs of Alexandria. Adaptation and Reception in 

the Syriac Milieu, Manhal Makhoul (Université catholique de Louvain / FNRS, Louvain-la-Neuve) 

Ecclesiastical History: Eusebian Trajectories across Greek and Syriac Chronicles, Scott F. Johnson (Georgetown 

/ Dumbarton Oaks) 

2:20pm - The Syriac World History of Michael the Syrian in its Armenian Adaptation (13th c.): A Case Study 

of Acculturation and Transformation of Shared Christian History in the Near East, Andrea Schmidt 

(Université catholique de Louvain, Louvain-La-Neuve) 

3:30pm - Greek to Arabic Translations from the Early Islamic Period Robert Hoyland (ISAW) 

4:10pm - Crossing Cultural Borders: The Multilingual Tradition of the Quaestiones ad Antiochum ducem Ilse 

De Vos (King's College, London)  

 

 

16-18 September 2015: Intercultural Exchange in Late Antique Historiography, Ghent University  

9.40-10.20: C. Tavolieri (Rome) - Historiography and Hagiographic texts: the Syriac Versions of Palladius’ 

“Historia Lausiaca”  

10.20-11.00: E. Delacenserie (Gent) - The reception of Socrates of Constantinople’s “Ecclesiastical History”: a 

case-study for intercultural exchanges  

11.30-12.20: C. Noce – S. Robbe (Rome) - Translating Eusebius’ “Church History” in the West and in the 

East: Rufinus and his contemporary Syriac colleague  

14.00-14.40: L.M. Frenkel (São Paulo) - Coptic conciliar historiography: appropriation of history and the 

creation of the past between conciliar acts and hagiography in the Acts of Ephesus 431  

14.40-15.20: A. Camplani (Rome) - Religious and cultural otherness in Egyptian historiographical and 

hagiographical texts of Late Antiquity: the transmission and manipulation of documents about non-Egyptian 

groups and churches  

16.00-16.40: P. Pilette (New York/Louvain-la-Neuve) - Translation process and open tradition: 

Transformation of historical knowledge through the “History of the Patriarchs of Alexandria”  

16.40-17.20: J. Stutz (Basel) - Eutychius of Alexandria, Constantine and the Arian legacy  

Thursday 17 September (HENRI PIRENNE ROOM)  

9.30-10.10: F. Furlan (Padova) - The Mahdī and the Torah: curiosity and diffidence towards Jewish written 

tradition in a chapter of the “Kitāb al-Fitan” by Nu'aym b. Ḥammād  

10.10-10.50: S. Rapp (Huntsville, Texas) - Historiographical Encounters of the Cross-Cultural Kind: The 

Iranian Epic and Caucasian Historical Literature at the Margins of the Iranian and Byzantine Worlds  

11.20-12.00: G. Dabiri (Gent) - Iranian Kings and Biblical Prophets in the construction of moral types in Early 

Islamic Historiography  



12.00-12.40: J. Scheiner (Göttingen) - The Byzantines in Early Islamic Historiography: Indicators for ‘cultural 

translation’ in al-Azdī’s Book on the Conquests of Syria  

Latin and the (Far) West  

14.00-14.40: R. Praet (Gent) - Lingua Latina Perennis? – The decline of Latin from an antiquarian perspective  

14.40-15.20: F. Montinaro (Tübingen) - Muhammad and Samo  

Friday 18 September (HENRI PIRENNE ROOM)  

The in-between  

9.00-9.40: S. Ford (Oxford) - Intercultural Influences in the Samaritan Chronographic Tradition  

9.40-10.20: J. Corke-Webster (Durham) - Letters between Cultures: Jesus and Empire in Eusebius of 

Caesarea’s “Ecclesiastical History”  

10.20-11.00: P. Wood (London) - Constantine in Mesopotamia. The fourth century in the Chronicle of Seert  

11.30-12.10: S. Johnson (University of Oklahoma) - Form, content, and genre in Eastern historiography: is 

anything not intercultural?  

 


